CASTLEWOOD HOUSE AND
MEDIUS HOUSE NEWSLETTER

APRIL 2020

Coronavirus (COVID-19) update
The Castlewood House construction team, led by site owners Royal London Asset Management
and its contractor Deconstruct UK, would like to take this opportunity to wish our neighbours the
best during this difficult time. We hope that everyone remains safe and well.
In line with the guidance from the Construction Industry Council (CIC), the Castlewood House and
Medius House construction sites will remain open for the time being, however we have taken the
decision to significantly scale-down onsite construction activities for the foreseeable future.
This decision has been made to ensure the safety of those working on site as well as of the
surrounding local communities.
While some minor works will continue during this period, we are continuing to monitor Government
advice and will act accordingly. The situation changes daily, and our Project Principals remain alert
to take any appropriate actions necessary to ensure that we continue to meet official guidance.
Where works are continuing, we have also reassessed our processes and activities to ensure that
they meet Government guidelines, including by keeping staffing numbers to a manageable level
to allow those on site to maintain social distancing.
To safeguard against any anti-social behaviour, we will also continue to maintain a 24-hour, sevendays-a-week security presence. Likewise, we will ensure that there is 24-hour emergency access for
UK Power Network to attend to their basement substation should the need arise.
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Update on works from Deconstruct UK
Since our previous newsletter in February 2020, the following works have taken place on site.
Castlewood House
We have continued work to demolish the existing building, which started in January 2020, and we are
now at 3rd floor level.
Piling works have now been completed on the western side of the site to allow for the installation of a
reinforced concrete base that will support future crane operations. Other piling will continue elsewhere
on site as required.
The supports that will be erected in order to facilitate the delivery of a new temporary substation are now
nearing completion.
You may have also seen that site welfare cabins were installed over the weekends of 14th and 21st
March, requiring road closures to Bucknall St in agreement with Camden Highways and Environmental
Health departments. These welfare cabins are necessary to remove the existing facilities from within the
building allowing demolition to progress.

View of demolition works down to floor three

View of demolition works down to floor three

Ground floor concrete slab for temporary substation

Welfare cabins on the corner of Bucknall Street and Earnshaw Street
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Medius House
Piling works have commenced to facilitate the installation of a reinforced concrete base to support future
crane operations. External scaffolding works also continue to progress on the New Oxford St elevation.
During March, MOLA (Museum of London Archaeology) continued to investigate the site.
Its work has now largely finished, and the excavations are now backfilled and closed, however guide
tubes have been installed within the basement to allow the museum to carry out future soil excavations
as necessary.

Steel scaffolding to the first floor of Medius House

About the works
The overall scheme will provide a mixed use development of residential, retail and commercial
spaces together with new public realm. The works Deconstruct UK will be undertaking consist of:
Castlewood House:
• Enabling works and demolition to basement level.
• Construction of new basement.
• Form new central services core and raise to the height of the structure.
Medius House:
• Enabling works and deconstruction of the roof elements.
• Installation of facade retention frame.
• Internal demolition works to Medius House.
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Considerate Constructors - Site Registration No. 118132
Deconstruct UK are a registered Considerate
Constructors Scheme business, which underpins our
commitment to minimising disruption to the local
community surrounding our scheme.

In order to avoid disruption to local residents, noisy
works will be subject to 2 hours on and 2 hours off
on weekdays during the following times:
Monday to Friday

Saturday

Our commitment to the schemes Code of
Considerate Practice means we make every effort
to ensure our site teams care about the
appearance of the site, respect the local
community, protect the environment, secure

8.00am – 10.00am

8.00am – 13.00pm

12.00pm – 14.00pm
16.00pm – 18.00pm

everyone’s safety and value our workforce.

Contact us
Deconstruct UK are committed to keeping the local residents updated regarding the construction works
taking place and will regularly be sending further correspondence throughout the project - Newsletters
outlining progress and future works will be issued quarterly.
Should you have any questions at any point of the coming months, we encourage you to contact our
construction team on the following email address: howcanwehelp@deconstructuk.com
Alternatively, you can call our Team directly on the following number:

Steve Jones

Steve Gillam

Sam Peck

Senior Project Manager and
Neighbourhood Liaison

Project Manager

Operations Director

Tel: 07860 270391
To ensure that all residents are kept informed of our plans to minimise the impact our works may have on
the local community and the wider environment, our latest Construction Management Plan (CMP) can
be found by clicking here and is also available to view on our website, as submitted to Camden Council.

Deconstruct UK are a member of the DE Group of
Companies, suppliers of specialist services to the
construction, rail and property development sectors.
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